CURSC=0 SPORTS weeikLy Dinsdag 1 oktober, 2019 13

Daniel de Kort, a former asst. managing director of a local bank
in charge of treasury turned petrol head, now runs the non-prof-
it SDDK Motorsports which, among others, seeks to promote
Curacao motorsports to a more sustainable level. Daniel is a
former go kart racer with a couple of podium finishes and a pro-
fessional mountain motor pro stock car owner and driver. Unbe-
knownst to most, he’s the local Curacao International Raceway
track record holder, a FIA-accredited race photographer, a clas-
sic car owner and restorer, and a reluctant motorsports event
organizer. Daniel will be contributing to Curacao Sports Weekly
with a wide variety of topics regarding motorsports.

Large crowds in motorspor

Most of us may recall one of the first muterspﬂrt event
Curagao drawing large crowds: the ‘Dia di La Reina’
ces at Koraal Tabak. Some estimates had the spectator count
at more than 10,000, and this was back in the 1970’

many don’t know, however, is that there was an e

torized event that attracted huge crowds as: ~
specifically for drag racing.

Back in the late 1960’s there was a very
entertainment events called ‘Waterfes

consisted of various parts, so as to keep
event, held on Sunday, July 2, 1967, is of

Shon Benchi, a well—known figure, acting as
mony, along with Franki kept the crowds, nt
into the thousands, entertained with jo!
A well-thought-out program had the s
with awe inspiring stunts using moto
which many had n seen befo
inspired by Evel Knievel’s stunt :
1966.

Hailed by the media as the ‘hero of the day’, P:
py Martinez stole the show that Sunday with ]
dangerous but spectacular main feature

called for Pappy to drive a 1947 Chevrolet Fieei—
wood at high speed onto a wooden ramp, fly
into the air and crash into the waters of N
Haven. So, at the drop of the pmverbmi
Pappy sped off and hit the ramp going
km an hour, somersaulted a couple of ti
crashed hard into the water.
have felt like an eternity, spectators watc!
awe as Pappy surfaced a couple of mome
ter, shaken but unharmed. _

“As I hit the ramp,
and completed a » |
the water felt like hitting a brick wall. 1d:
pect things to happen so fast
it, I was still straj 1 the

Shon Benchi (center)
festival he used to o;




