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Daniel de Kort, a formér asst. managing director of a local bank in charge of treasury tumed petrol head, now runs the non—proﬁt
SDDK Motorsports which, among others, seeks to promote Curacao motorsports to a more sustainable level. Daniel is a former go
kart racer with a couple of podium finishes and a professional mountain motor pro stock car owner and driver Unbeknownstto mo‘st, '

storer, and a reluctant motorsports event organizer. Daniel will be conmbutlng to Curagao Sporls Weekly with a \mde vanety of top!cs
regarding motorsports.

The sport of drag racing has been practiced here
for some four decades, though occasionally with
intervals of inactivity. Unfortunately, we’ve just go-
ne through one of those. However, there’s light at
the end of the tunnel for the Curagao International
Raceway has a new track operator, and pretty soon
drag racing action will resume.

Drag racing is arguably one of the most expensive
sports in Curagao. Consequently, in an economic
downturn it takes a great deal of effort by all stake-
holders to keep it going with any degree of conti-
nuity. There have been many race organizers over
the last couple of years, but one thing has never
changed: the level of professionalism and compe-
tition.

I for one value history. And it is in this context that
it's worthwhile revisiting the accomplishments of
the last track operator, Curagao Extreme Founda-
tion. Led by Dan de Freitas, born from
and Lebanese parents, Dan s ' -
1986 campaigning a Marlboro sponsored VW bug.

In 1992 he relinquished driving duties and assu-
med other race related functions.

A couple years ago Dan and his team were asked the belt, the team gamed no! j ’

by the track owner to organize the local points se- newed optimism. Moreo t.he‘ ‘con ‘uEd ma-
ries, called ‘Ronde Klip Shootout’, which consists king upgrades to the , De Frej

of about six one-day races a year. After havingdone recalls: “Our highlight surel; : ‘
this successfully for some time, in 2015 they were Reina’ Drag Fest of

asked to take over the big races as well, which led reasons: the professionalism oftbg ol

to them becoming the track’s operator untll 2018. the hne-up rﬂf‘ cars, inclu  thost
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